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BHI: British Humanities Index  

What Is BHI: British Humanities Index and Why Should I Use It?  

BHI: British Humanities Index contains over 780,000 records as of January 2008  -

annotated references from more than 370 internationally respected humanities journals 

and weekly magazines published in the UK and other English speaking countries, as well 

as quality newspapers published in the UK.  

A short history of BHI: British Humanities Index  

Beginning in 1916, BHI was originally published by the Library Association in the UK, 

as a printed index called the Subject Guide to Periodicals. This continued until 1962 

when it changed its name to British Humanities Index (BHI). In 1985 abstracts were 

added and in 1990 the product became available in CD-ROM format (ceased in 2005). In 

1997 an archive CD spanning the years 1962-1997 was produced. Today, BHI is 

available as a quarterly print publication and on the web on CSA Illumina. 

Database facts and figures 

Dates of coverage 1962 to date 

Size of database 781,671 records as of January 2008  

Update frequency Monthly, with about 1500 records added per update. 

No. added annually 18,000 

%  records abstracted 52% (Records from 1962-1984 indexed only) 

Abstract length:  30-150 words (Lower figure normally refers to newspaper 

items.) If an author abstract is included there is no limit. 

Language of articles:  Virtually all in English 

Controlled vocabulary  BHI thesaurus, created and maintained in-house. 

Sources covered: 378 

Selective sources 39 

Total sources since 1962: 660 

Country of publication  95% source titles published in the UK. 
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Subject coverage includes: 

 

Architecture  History  

Archaeology  Language  

Art  Literature 

Cinema Media Studies 

Classical Studies  Music 

Current Affairs Performing Arts 

Dance Philosophy  

Environment  Political Science  

Foreign Affairs  Religion  

Note: As some of the source publications are very wide ranging, BHI includes selected 

articles from disciplines which are not core to its subject scope and for which there are no 

specific titles.  

BHI is also useful for researchers into the history of various subjects which are not 

themselves humanities ï for instance it includes journals on the histories of science, 

gardens, medicine and other topics. BHI is also strong in the field of British regional 

history, reflecting its origins as a British oriented product.  

Supplemental Complimentary Databases 

When you search the CSA Illumina Arts & Humanities databases, including BHI  

supplementary databases are searched simultaneously: Web Resources Related to the 

Social Sciences & Humanities. Access to this database is included with a subscription to 

BHI on CSA Illumina. 

 
Since 1998, the Web Resources Related to the Social Sciences & Humanities has grown 

into a collection of over 70,000 high-quality web sites that are hand-picked and indexed 

by our editors. We choose only sites containing specific, technical information of interest 

to a college-level audience, from respected, nonbiased sources such as educational 

institutions, government agencies, and scientific organizations. We review all links on a 

regular basis, and daily updates provide an average annual growth of 20% 

 
Subject Coverage 

Major areas of coverage include:  

Activism and Social Movements Physical and Mental Health Science & Technology 

Civil and Human Rights International Relations Sexuality 

Communication Law Social Issues 

Culture Linguistics Women's Studies  

Demography & Population Studies Marriage and Family  

Economics Psychology  

Education Race  

Employment Issues Religion  
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Sample Published Work Record  

 

Sample Web Resource record 

 

  


